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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

e See Meshech Chochma at the beginning of the parsha who discusses the difference between the initial
lighting of Aharon of the menorah and how that changed for the future.

e Rashi 8:3 says the pasuk emphasized that Aharon did as God said in order to praise him that he did not
change anything from what God commanded. The Kotzker Rebbe explains that Aharon did not change his
emotions - he still had the passion and excitement for the mitzvah like the first time he did it.

¢ Rashi 8:19 says that the term Bnei Yisroel is repeated five times in order to show God’s love for the Jewish
people. The Chiddushei HaRim explains that the reason why this is mentioned right now is because this
verse discusses the special jobs for the Levim and God wanted to emphasize that the status of the Levim
does not come at the expense of his love for the Jewish people.

¢ Moshav Zkeinim (12:1) explains that the criticism of Miriam and Aharon of Moshe was that by taking in a
Kushite woman it was a lack of hakaras hatov to his previous wife who had married him before he became a
famous leader. He emphasizes that it is important that the relationships that we foster before we find
success are not cast aside for others once we become great.

e Moshe is described by God as being faithful throughout His house (12:7). The Brisker Rav explains that this
description is a testament to the unique stature of Moshe’s prophecy. All other prophets if they contradict
one another both prophecies are voided, but Moshe’s prophecy superceeds all other prophets his word is
faithful (see Rambam, Yesodei haTorah 8:3)/always
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Second Chances

This parsha records the commandment of Pesach Sheini, the second Passover offering for those who
were tamei during the first. It is a thematic model for second chances in Judaism.

1. Why couldn’t they bring the regular Korban Pesach?

a. See Talmud Sukkos 25b which cites different interpretations about what the people were doing

that made them tamei and prevented them from bringing the korban.
2. Of all the mitzvos, why does this one have a second chance?

a. Sefer HaMitzvos (#380) explains that since the Korban Pesach represents our redemption from
Mitzrayim, which in turn showed that God runs the world, Hashem wanted to make sure that
every Jew had the ability to merit in participation in this mitzvah.

b. Maharal Gevuros Hashem (Ch. 38) explains that the first Korban Pesach corresponds to the
spirituality of the masses and general community, while Pesach Sheini is a reminder that there is
a need for individuality in spirituality as well.

3. Second Chances

a. Sefer Chareidim #4 explains that the first Korban Pesach corresponds to the righteous tsaddikim,
however it is the second Korban Pesach that corresponds to baalei teshuva.

b. “Please God, give us one more chance. Give us two more chances. Give us a hundred more
chances.” - Reb Shlomo Carelbach



